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SYNOPSIS OF INTERNATIONAL 
MECHANICAL CODE CHANGES 

 
 
 
 
NOTE:  The City of Midland has adopted the 2009 International Mechanical 
Code and it becomes effective September 1, 2010.  All projects submitted 
for a permit after September 1st shall meet the requirements of the adopted 
2009 codes with the City of Midland Amendments.  
 
 
Also note that the 2009 International Residential Code has also been revised. 
 

1. Modification to N1103.2.1 - Duct Insulation:  Supply ducts in attics shall 
be insulated to a minimum of R-8.  All other ducts shall be insulated to a 
minimum of R-6. Ducts or portions thereof located completely inside the 
building thermal envelope are exempt. 

 
2. New Section N1103.1.1 - Programmable Thermostat:  Where the 

primary heating system is a forced air furnace, at least one thermostat per 
dwelling unit shall be a programmable type thermostat.  Initial program for 
heating set point shall be 70F and cooling set point 78F. 

 
 
 
SYNOPSIS OF INTERNATIONAL MECHANICAL CODE CHANGES 
 

1. New Section 304.3.1 - Parking Garages:  Allows fuel-fired appliances to 
be installed at the grade level of a parking garage if it is located within a 
room with a vestibule and two doors. (2006)* 

 
2. New Section 304.10 - Guards:  Guards are required at roof hatch 

openings. (2006)* 
 

3. New Section 501.2.1 - Location of Exhaust Outlets:  All requirements for 
termination of exhaust ducts will be in this section and there are now 
requirements for the locations of the terminations. (2006)* 

 
4. Modification to Section 501.3 - Pressure Equalization:  Precise method for 

providing make-up air for a mechanical system. (2006)* 
 
 
 
 
 



Ver. 8-10-10 

SYNOPSIS OF INTERNATIONAL MECHANICAL CODE CHANGES 
City of Midland 
Page 2 of 3 
 
 
 
 

5. New Section 505.2 - Domestic Kitchen Exhaust Makeup Air:  Exhaust 
hood systems capable of exhausting in excess of 400 cfm shall be 
provided with make up air at a rate approximately equal to the exhaust. 
This system shall be equipped with a method of closure and shall be 
automatically controlled to start and operate simultaneously with the 
exhaust system. (2009)* 

 
6. Modification to Section 506.3.4 - Air Velocity:  Reduction in velocity of air 

flow in a Type l Grease Duct system. (2006)* 
 

7. New Section 506.4.1 - Type ll Terminations:  This section provides 
termination requirements for Type ll commercial kitchen hood exhaust, 
which previously had not been addressed by the code other than vague 
general requirements. (2009)* 

 
8. New Section 507.2.1.1 - Operation:  Requires automatic activation of a 

commercial cooking hood whenever the cooking appliances under the 
hood are activated. (2006)* 

 
9. Modification to Section 507.2.2 - Type ll Hoods:  Two new exceptions 

have been added not requiring some electrical cooking appliances from 
the requirements of Type ll hood (single light-duty electric convection, 
bread, retherm or microwave ovens and toasters, steam tables, popcorn 
poppers, hot dog cookers, coffee makers, rice and egg cookers, holding 
and warming ovens. (2006)* 

 
10. Modifications to Sections 507.2.1 and 507.2.2 - Type l and Type ll Hoods: 

Type l hoods shall be installed over medium, heavy and extra-heavy duty 
cooking appliances. Type l hoods shall be installed over light duty cooking 
appliances that produce grease or smoke. Type ll hoods shall be installed 
over dishwashers and light-duty cooking appliances that do not produce 
grease or smoke. (2009)* 

 
11. Modification to Section 507.9 - Clearances for Type l Hoods:  

Cementitious wallboard has been added to the exception for clearances 
from a Type l hood. This material is exempt from the 18-inch clearance to 
combustibles requirement. (2009)* 
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12. New Section 603.4.1 - Minimum Fasteners:  Round metallic ducts require 
a minimum of 3 screws to attach joined sections. There is an exception for 
spacing if the duct is partially inaccessible. (2009)* 

 
13. Modification to Section 603.9 - Joint Seams and Connections:  Specifies 

how joints in the duct system are to be sealed and allowable tapes, 
mastics and mechanical fasteners (must meet UL standards). (2006)* 

 
14. New Section 1101.10 - Locking Access Port Caps:  Requires refrigerant 

access ports that located outdoors to be equipped with a locking cap to 
limit unauthorized access. (2009)* 

 
 
 
 
Note:  (2006)* or (2009)* identifies the code year that the item was added or 
modified.  The items above are a partial list of the changes to the Code.  
There were many additional changes that were not listed that could impact 
a project and should be reviewed prior to submitting for a Permit. 


